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harbors, the prevalence of excellent fishing grounds off the coast, the
limited opportunities for other means of earning a livelihood, and the
presence of timber for the construction of boats are all factors which
have tended to encourage fishing.

The cod is the most important fish caught, and the center of these
fisheries is off the Lofoten Islands. The season lasts from February
to June, and the fishermen move northward with the migration of the
fish. Most of these fish are dried, and many are exported to Spain
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and Portugal. Herring and mackerel are also of considerable im-
portance, and are caught at different seasons of the year from the cod.

Fishing is important in the economic life of the country, the 1929
catch being valued at $21,788,000, while the exports of fish products
amounted to $40,000,000 and ranked second only to timber products
among the exports of the country.

Norway has the largest whaling fleet in the world, and Norwegian
whalers are found in all seas where these animals abound. The total
value of the catch during 1929 was $28,193,600. New methods of
preparing the oil so that it may be used as a substitute for lard and
other edible animal and vegetable oils, have increased its market, and
much is exported annually.